
UPAYA SOCIAL VENTURES
ACCELERATOR PROGRAM
2019 COHORT: LIVELIHOODS



As per a survey of 1,011 jobholders

Increase in household income after securing 
employment with Upaya’s portfolio partners 80%

PARTNERS16 13,069 200,000+



ABOUT UPAYA
Upaya creates dignified jobs for the poorest of the poor by building scalable 
businesses with investment and consulting support. Since 2011, Upaya has 
accelerated the growth of 31 small and growing businesses in India and has 

made investments in 16 partner companies. As of May 2019, Upaya’s portfolio 
partners have created more than 13,000 lasting, dignified jobs. With offices 

in Seattle and Bangalore, Upaya is committed to a goal of helping its partners 
create employment opportunities in the world’s most difficult-to-reach regions 

and industries. 



ABIRA CREATIONS
Headquarters: Pune
Website: www.abiracreations.com Priyanka Khandelwal 

Co-Founder and CEOAbira is a social enterprise which aims to empower 
women who create handcrafted fashion accessories. 
Abira’s mission is for the women to become stronger 
and more confident, particularly in terms of controlling 
the decisions in their lives. Using materials which 
are sourced ethically and created by traditionally 
marginalized women, Abira markets to a consumer with 
a socially responsible mindset, and ensures that 100% 
of the profits are reinvested into the learning, support, 
and holistic development of their artisans. This includes 
travel exposure, personality development, spiritual 
learning, financial literacy, computer skills, and English. 

Priyanka is the founder of Abira Creations. With 
9+ years of experience in the fashion and jewelry 
industry, and 11+ years of volunteering, Priyanka 
considers herself to be a dreamer who wishes to 
witness a world without boundaries - whether 
they be geographic, religious, etc. She has a 
Masters in Fashion Management from NIFT, and 
a certificate in Entrepreneurship and Leadership 
from the Chrysalis Foundation, as well as having 
been awarded the Savitri Sanmaan Award by 
Maharashtra One. 

Upaya’s 2019 accelerator cohort includes 11 entrepreneurs who are working 
to scale their early-stage social enterprises. The 2019 program is focused on 
companies with the potential to create jobs or improve incomes for 1,000 people 
currently living on less than $1.90 within three years. The participating companies 
each share Upaya’s vision of creating dignified jobs for the poorest of the poor. 

The five-month accelerator program will equip the entrepreneurs with the right 
tools to grow their businesses, connect them with professional resources, and 
provide exposure to potential investors. The entrepreneurs will take part in 
three three-day workshops centered around finance, impact management and 
communication, and organizational development. The program also includes 
one-on-one mentoring and exposure to investors and industry experts.

Meet the 11 social enterprises working with Upaya Social Ventures from June to October 2019.
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ALMORA CRAFT DESIGN STUDIO - PEOLI
Headquarters: Almora
Website: www.peoli.in 

Abhinav Dhoundiyal 
Designated Partner

Peoli is an apparel brand built on the principles of 
sustainable living through sourcing organic raw 
materials, honoring indigenous skills, and creating 
livelihood opportunities at the grassroots level in 
the Kumaon region of Uttarakhand. They operate 
at the intersection of being aesthetically unique, 
environmentally responsible, and generating 
livelihood for the women they employ. The 
combination of design and purpose makes Peoli 
stand out from competitors and has won them 
an Award for Excellence in Handicrafts by the 
World Crafts Council in 2018.

Abhinav Dhoundiyal,  a 
textile designer and 
independent researcher, 
is a co-founder of Peoli, 
based in his home state 
of Uttarakhand. He is a 
graduate in Textile Design 
from the National Institute 
of Design, where he undertook a comprehensive 
study of the textile traditions of Central Nagaland. 
He has conducted several natural dyeing workshops 
for artisans in the region and holds a special interest 
in the documentation of indigenous knowledge 
systems, ideation, and implementation of sustainable 
practices. His work currenlty supports around 60 
women artisans, training them in spinning, knitting, 
and natural dyeing. 

Vasanthi Veluri  
Designated Partner

Vasanthi Veluri is a co-
founder of Peoli. She 
has a graduate degree 
in Textile Design from 
the National Institute 
of Design. During her 
studies, she worked on 
various projects which 
introduced her to both the importance and the 
impact of handmade products. As a believer of 
sustainable and slow living, Vasanthi finds deep 
value and importance in respecting and improving 
local skills as well as nurturing the hands and heart 
of the women who work for Peoli.

Anupama holds a degree in Electronics and 
Communications, and has worked for more than 7 
years in the social sector. She has a knowledge of 
many fields, from managing communications for 
nonprofits to consulting with social enterprises. 
She began to pursue her passion for rural 
community development and set up Dharma 
Endeavours because she believes that businesses 
are powerful engines of poverty alleviation, and 
rural India’s riches are the untapped billions that 
are the true wealth of the country. 

Anupama Kalgudi
Founder and CEO

Dharma Endeavours is a responsible tourism social 
enterprise and a one-stop shop for hospitality 
services. By combining the commercial efficiency 
of a business with the strong social objectives of a 
non-profit, Dharma aims to create a sustainable and 
socially responsible enterprise that can provide a 
powerful impact in the communities where it exists. 
Currently operating in Hampi, or as they call it the 
‘Taj of South India’, Dharma leverages the revenue 
generated through tourism to fund community 
development projects and initiatives aimed at cultural 
conservation.

DHARMA ENDEAVOURS
Headquarters: Bangalore
Website: www.dharmaendeavours.com 



GREENWEAR CLOTHING
Headquarters: Uttar Pradesh
Website: www.greenwear.in Abhishek Pathak

CEO
Greenwear presents a new age of sustainable fashion 
following the concept of Khadi (household-based 
production) which is powered by renewable energy 
resources to create high-quality affordable textiles 
and garments. The goal is zero defects in products and 
zero emissions required in the production process.

Greenwear provides linkages to fulfill the ‘Solar 
Charkha Mission’, where the women trained in the 
yarn making and sewing are meeting Greenwear’s 
goals of zero emissions by using machines and other 
tools which operate using solar power. Greenwear is 
present throughout the supply chain of their offered 
products to ensure the highest quality to their 
customers, while at the same time directly benefiting 
the livelihood of their employees through increased 
financial security and stability.   

A textile designer by education, an entrepreneur by 
passion, and a fervent admirer of traditional arts 
and crafts, Abhishek has 8+ years of professional 
experience designing for home fashion, working 
with artisans, skilling rural communities, growing 
a business, and exploring e-commerce as a 
marketplace for marginalized artisans. He has 
been awarded and recognized globally for his work. 
Currently the CEO for Greenwear, he acknowledges 
that design is a process of providing art with purpose 
and intention. He aims to empower artisans and 
rural communities so that they become self-
sustainable. His passion lies in bringing design, 
innovation and technology to underprivileged and 
unorganized artisan communities. 

Even Cargo is a social enterprise that employs women 
from resource-poor communities and trains them for 
employment opportunities with major e-commerce 
companies. Their focus is to overcome the barriers of 
unemployment through skill development to increase 
the participation of women in the Indian labor market. 

Globally, 37% of the workforce is comprised of 
women, but in India, that number has shrunk to only 
17%. By aiming to provide safe and financially secure 
jobs, Even Cargo aims to transform opportunities 
for women in India by shrinking the wage gap and 
increasing standards of living. By recruiting primarily 
from marginalized communities, Even Cargo has 
the ability to provide them with a chance of real 
economic independence working for companies such 
as Amazon, Flipkart, Zomato, and more. 

EVEN CARGO
Headquarters: New Delhi
Website: www.evencargo.in

Yogesh Kumar
Founder

Yogesh Kumar has a background in Engineering, 
and a master’s degree in Social Entrepreneurship 
from the Tata Institute of Social Sciences. Through 
his work with Even Cargo, Yogesh has been working 
on leading gender initiatives across the Delhi-NCR 
region over the last three years. Yogesh’s work has 
been recognized by The New York Times, The New 
Yorker, BBC, and NDTV among others. His Acumen 
Fellowship, TISS DBS Fellowship, and Unltd India 
Fellowship are among his other accomplishments. 
He is also the winner of the Young Social 
Entrepreneur Award presented by Singapore 
International Foundation in 2015, and this year the 
UK has selected him as one of the five Asia Regional 
Winners for the Commonwealth Youth Awards for 
Excellence in Development work. 



KHADIGI
Headquarters: Bhopal
Website: www.khadigi.co.in  

Umang Sridhar 
Founder

their products, which allows artistic innovation to 
bloom for their customers. The majority of their 
fabrics are either handspun or handwoven using 
cotton, silk, soya waste or bamboo - all of which 
are 100% sustainable. 

Currently employing over 500 weavers and artisans, 
KhaDigi works to ensure socio-economic stability 
for the employed artisans and collaborates with 
them to explore new ideas for upcoming trends 
in fashion. By identifying clusters of skilled people 
willing to work on age-old traditions, KhaDigi is 
working to upskill these artisans through upgrading 
machines or tool as well as working with artisans 
on product development and marketing skills. 

Umang Sridhar is a graduate 
of Commerce from the 
University of Delhi. Umang is 
also a fellow of the School for 
Social Entrepreneurs in India. 
She has been nominated by 
NatWest Bank London for 
the WISE 100 award in 2017, 
and has also been recognized by the Technology 
Development Board of India as a Top Woman innovator 
of India in 2018. She believes in only one thing: “Be the 
change you want to see in the world,” and lives by it.

KRISHI NATURALS
Headquarters: Vadodara

Ketan Parmar 
Founder/CEO

Krishi Naturals aims to improve the livelihood of 
marginal farmers by making dairy farming of native 
cow breeds a source of sustainable livelihoods. By 
using native cows, the dairy produced is enriched 
with vitamins and minerals and free of any harmful 
ingredients that packaged milk might have. Krishi 
hopes to not only increase yields from these animals 
but to further empower rural farmers to transition to 
organic farming. 

Beyond the farmers, Krishi distributes organic 
products to customers, specifically targeting urban 
populations. By using this method, the aim is to help 
provide awareness to a greater audience about the 
importance of organic farming, both to the health 
of the population as well as sustaining rural farming 
practices.

Ketan has always been 
passionate about nature 
and natural living. With 
that spirit in heart,  he 
graduated with a degree 
in English Literature 
and a postgraduate diploma in Human Resource 
Management, both from MS University of Baroda. 
Post graduation, he selected a Masters program 
in Social Entrepreneurship at Tata Institute of 
Social Sciences, Mumbai. He completed a small 
pilot project on his venture idea with 50 farmers 
in Gujarat, before launching his social enterprise 
called ‘Krishi Naturals’ which aims to make organic 
farming and indigenous cow rearing a sustainable 
livelihood for rural farmers. The venture has 
been supported by many reputable organizations 
such as the Tata Institute of Social Sciences, 
Development Bank of Singapore, IIM Ahmedabad, 
SAP India, and more. Krishi Naturals has also been 
featured in magazines and news articles across the 
globe.    

KhaDigi is a social enterprise which is working to revive 
the age-old tradition of art through fabric weaving, 
while putting a 21st century “contemporary twist” on 

Tanya Chugh  
Co-Founder

Tanya Chugh is a Human 
Resources Management 
Professional, and has an 
MA in Fashion & Luxury 
Brand Management from 
London, as well as a 
position as a visiting faculty 
member for Fashion 
Business at the Istituto Marangoni. Her exposure in 
the world of ‘global fashion business’ gave her the 
motivation to come back to India and work towards 
promoting and uplifting the treasure of art and craft 
in the country.



MANIKSTU AGRO
Headquarters: Pune
Website: www.manikstu.com

Jayanti Mahapatra
CEO

Manikstu Agro aims to change the landscape of goat 
farming in Odisha. With a goal to create a large scale 
state of the art goat farm, they hope to raise awareness 
and information on the practices and upkeep of 
sustainable goat farming. By institutionalizing the 
sector and bringing in rural goat farmers, Manikstu 
will primarily focus on the overall improvement of 
the goat sector through the following factors: goat 
nutrition and improvement, health improvements 
and prevention of diseases, and the practices of 
breeding and genetics.

By bringing social change into the region of Odisha 
via the workforce, Manikstu can work to establish this 
region as a food processing and animal husbandry 
corridor, attracting other farmers and thus creating 
more jobs for the rural poor.

Jayanti is a business advisor, entrepreneur, educator 
and coach with an ability to transform, innovate, 
and deliver strong financial returns. Her skills in 
business management have promoted her strong 
entrepreneurial spirit. She has a Postgraduate 
in Business Management and a Masters in 
Psychotherapy with more than 15 years of experience 
in diverse fields such as investment banking, 
consulting, and human resources. Jayanti works hard 
to ensure the financial integrity and strategic support 
of Manikstu Agro by bringing her expertise in building 
efficiently integrated organizations.   

LivGreene Handicrafts makes handmade ironstone 
dining and decor products for the hospitality and retail 
market. The band makes high quality, competitively 
priced and customizable products for the design 
and environmentally conscious consumer, while 
empowering the rural artisan communities of India. 
Working with a Business to Business model (B2B), the 
market demand for LivGreene’s products exist in cities 
such as Bangalore, Mumbai, Pune, Hyderabad, and 
Delhi. Artisans come from local communities, and, 
through training and recruiting, these individuals are 
able to make a living wage which promotes growth 
opportunities for a blossoming artisan cohort. 

LIVGREENE HANDICRAFTS
Headquarters: Bangalore
Website: www.nuguhandmade.com 

Sumanth Sampath 
Founding Partner

Sumanth is a ceramic artist, 
designer, and entrepreneur 
with an engineering degree 
and a Masters in Fine Arts from 
the University of Michigan. He 
launched ‘Thanor Pottery’ in 
2008, and has worked with 
celebrity chefs and designers 
from groups like W hotels, 
and more. Now working with LivGreene, his vision 
is to create a design and production space that uses 
sustainable mediums and eco friendly processes to 
create interior decor and products for people to use, 
cherish, and share. He currently heads the Design and 
Production unit and works closely with the artisans.

Sonali Sharma 
Founding Partner

Sonali Sharma is a learning and 
development consultant with 
over 14 years of experience 
in the fields of leadership 
and education management. 
Sonali has a MBA from the 
University of Roehampton, 
London and a Design Thinking 
certificate from MIT. She wants 
to establish LivGreene Handmade as an aspirational 
and conscious home dining and decor brand. She 
is currently responsible for Strategy and Business 
development, and works closely with clients to create 
desirable products for potential customers. 



Manan Majithia 
CEO

Rassaa Creations and Innovations designs, 
produces, markets, and trades unique high quality 
handicrafts made with a focus on sustainability. 
Rasa means “aesthetic expression of a work of 
art”, and the products are made primarily from 
pinewood, designed and hand painted by their 
artisans. Through leveraging India’s traditional 
craftsmanship culture and emerging technology 
base, Rassaa employs craftsmen in India’s rural 
training centers, which provides a continuous 
flow of skilled manpower to achieve the goal of 
designing new and unique products.

Manan Majithia is the 
founder of YouCare Services, 
a marketplace to provide 
training and jobs in elderly 
and infant care services. 
Incubated in 2016, YouCare today operates across 
5 cities and has impacted the lives of over 1,500 
families requiring jobs and care services. With 
over 8 years of sales and marketing experience 
across multinational companies, Manan has grown 
passionate about improving lives through personal 
change. While he is an accomplished speaker and 
mentor for young startup founders, he also likes 
music, cross-fit, reading, and trekking. 

RASSAA
Headquarters: Jamshedpur
Website: www.rassaa.com

YouCare provides training for lower income women 
and youth in patient care and nanny courses and 
provides them with jobs as attendants, nannies, and 
babysitters. With a mission focused on bridging the 
gap between genuine, skilled caregivers and ones 
who need care and love, YouCare used their website 
and other resources to bring ease to the process 
of connecting these two groups. Incubated in 2016, 
YouCare today operates across 5 cities and has 
impacted the lives of over 1,500 families requiring 
jobs and care services.

YOUCARE SERVICES
Headquarters: Chandigarh
Website: www.youcare.in 

Mokshita Chanana  
Founder & Director

Mokshita Chanana has 5+ years of work experience in 
the Bhavya Manufacturing Unit in Jamshedpur, as well 
as an MBA in Agri-Business and a BA in Psychology. 
Mokshita has done extensive market research and 
pilot testing using sustainable resources such as 
waste wood, crafting, and designing, and all this 
knowledge was used to found Rassaa in 2017.

Sagar Chanana  
Director

Archana Gautam   
Founder & Director

Archana Gautam has over 20 years of Production 
and Design Experience across the industry. She 
has a PG Diploma from the School of Gemology 
& Allied Studies, Swiss Cottage, London, and has 
been the product developer and manager at various 
manufacturing and handicraft organizations such as 
Sur Style Jewellery and Bhavya Manufacturing.

Sagar Chanana has 11 years of rich cumulative 
experience across various corporate and 
entrepreneurial ventures. He received an MBA in 
Finance and Marketing from IBS Gurgaon in 2008, 
and has demonstrated excellence in driving mission-
based projects by playing a pivotal role in setting up 
operations from the ground up and scaling these 
projects into sustainable and profitable businesses. 
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